


Falls, fire and fights: Stunt star gets tough on
copyright theft at Glasgow’s BBC Film Festival

During the free stunt masterclass, Steve gave festival goers live, interactive
demonstrations of famous screen stunts. He tackled head on the thorny 
issue of copyright theft, which not only impacts on his livelihood but 
threatens the future of Scotland’s lucrative TV and film industry. 

Scottish Screen, the national screen agency for Scotland, estimates 
Scotland’s screen industries raise £1.2 billion of revenue each year and
Glasgow, its “Cinema City”, remains a major hub of UK film production. 
Over the past two years alone production activity in the city has contributed
over £30 million to the local economy, helping to create almost 1,000 jobs. 

Attendance in the tent was bolstered by the arch enemy of copyright theft, 
El Burrito, a Mexican wrestler equipped with a Geordie accent, who handed 
out flyers and spread a pro-copyright message throughout the festival. 
The masterclass was so successful that some were turned away, 
encouraging requests for a headline performance at next year’s event.

Respect 
for Creativity

Copyright theft is not a victimless crime - every one of the 200,000
people that work in or with the UK’s TV and film industry, from set
designers, make up artists and retail assistants to producers and
creative directors, can feel a negative impact through loss of
legitimate earnings. 

Our Respect Creativity campaign aims to persuade consumers of the
value of copyright in safeguarding the creative output and livelihoods
of people working in the industry. We’re working with some of the
industry’s backstage stars to build respect for the work they do. 
Our aim is to translate this into a greater appreciation of copyright. 

It is estimated that 15% of industry retail value is lost to illegal
counterfeiting – that’s revenue that could be reinvested in production,
creating more job opportunities for the people who currently work 
in UK TV and film and those that are keen to embark on a career
within it.

Unsung industry heroes have supported the pro-
copyright message through a stunt masterclass at the
BBC Film Festival in Scotland. This gave a voice to 
one of the UK’s leading stuntmasters, Steve Truglia,
who also participated in a web TV programme
available on demand at www.copyrightaware.co.uk

and a syndicated radio feature that was aired locally 
up and down the country. You’ll also see industry stars
appearing in print profiles in the national press, talking 
about their jobs and reinforcing the message that 
copyright theft does have victims after all.

The Industry Trust joined forces with James Bond’s hidden hero, stunt co-ordinator and performer, 
Steve Truglia, to run a workshop on 9 September at the BBC’s first ever film festival in Glasgow.

We’re working with some of the
industry’s backstage stars to build
respect for the work they do.

http://www.copyrightaware.co.uk/
http://www.copyrightaware.co.uk/backstagestars/stuntperformer.asp#
http://www.copyrightaware.co.uk/backstagestars/stuntperformer.asp#


Every issue we’ll bring you an interview from one 
of the backstage stars helping to promote the value 
of copyright. This edition, we’ve got none other than
the stunt maestro himself, Mr Steve Truglia…

So you want to be a ...

Impress us. What have you worked on?
I’ve worked on a number of blockbusters including the two
Bond films, Tomorrow Never Dies and The World is not Enough.
I’ve also worked quite prolifically on TV, in programmes such as
The Bill, Dalziel and Pascoe and Soldier Soldier. I’m currently
resident stunt driver on Fifth Gear.

What made you decide to become a stunt performer 
& co-ordinator?
I’ve always enjoyed extreme sports and ever since I can
remember I’ve pursued as many as possible. In my spare 
time I became very accomplished in martial arts, boxing, 
motor racing, and climbing. It was a fantastic when I finally
realised I could do all the things I loved and get paid for it by
becoming a stunt performer.

What does your job involve?
I’m now a stunt co-ordinator so as well as performing 
I’m responsible for the safety of everyone on set. I specialise 
in the creative design and arrangement of stunt action
sequences on all scales. I also write and design TV shows 
with stunt and action themes and design stunts for TV, films 
and commercials. You’re also required to budget the cost of
stunts and recruit and direct stunt performers to perform them.

What training do you need?
Before you can work as a stuntman you need to be on the 
stunt register which is administered by Equity and Bectu. 
To qualify for this you need to excel in six different sports, 
all of which are independently assessed.

Once on the register there are three levels: probation,
intermediate and finally, stunt co-ordinator. The process to 
reach this level can take up to ten years – it’s not a career 
you can master overnight.

What are your views on copyright theft?
Copyright theft is theft. It’s stealing from the people whose
livelihoods depend on working within the UK’s TV and film
industry. I and all stunt performers depend on repeat fees 
so DVD sales are a pension plan for us. Copyright theft 
means there are less legitimate sales and this affects our 
income directly. 

What has been your proudest, most exciting 
or most interesting moment?
I’ve been nominated for and won a number of stunt awards, 
but I’m probably most proud of the fact that I’m a Guinness
World Record holder – awarded for the fastest abseil over 
100 metres.

www.copyrightaware.co.uk
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Tackling copyright theft in communities
The Industry Trust has worked in consultation with Trading Standards officials to create a bold new poster campaign. The campaign 
goes live in December and reinforces that copyright thieves are criminals and should be treated as such. A series of posters will 
demonstrate the negative impact of copyright theft on local communities, from its links to organized criminal gangs to its corrosive 
effect on legitimate local businesses. The posters will be displayed in places of work and will go a long way in the enforcement 
authorities’ fight against copyright theft.

Who’s who
BVA
The British Video Association represents
publishers and rights owners in the home
entertainment industry. Its members release
around 10,000 titles every year. The BVA 
is the most authoritative source of video
industry statistical information.
www.bva.org.uk

Alliance Against IP Theft
The Alliance is a cross industry 
lobbying group campaigning for 
improved enforcement against IP theft 
and legislative reform to ensure British
creativity and innovation is properly
protected and rewarded. 
www.allianceagainstiptheft.co.uk

UK Film Council
The UK Film Council is the Government
backed strategic agency for film in the 
UK. Its main aim is to stimulate a
competitive, successful and vibrant UK 
film industry and culture, and to promote
the widest possible enjoyment and
understanding of cinema throughout 
the nations and regions of the UK.
www.ukfilmcouncil.org.uk

AIM
All Industry Marketing (AIM) is the 
generic marketing agency for UK 
cinema. Acting on behalf of cinema 
owners and film distributors, AIM's 
mission is to encourage more people 
to go to the cinema to see a wider range 
of films. Current projects include Orange
Wednesdays and various anti-piracy
initiatives and it will be launching a 
major new subscription-based film 
club later this year. 
www.cinemamarketingagency.com

CEA
The Cinema Exhibitors’ Association Ltd. 
is the trade association for cinemas in 
the UK, representing the interests of
approximately 90% of cinemas.

Film Distributors’ Association
Film Distributors' Association is the 
trade body for the UK's feature film
distributors - the companies that 
release films in cinemas and promote 
them to audiences. UK distributors 
launch around 500 new titles every year.
www.launchingfilms.com

VSC
The Video Standards Council is a non-profit-
making company and its primary task is to
develop and administer a Code of Practice
which has been designed to promote high
standards within the video industry and to
ensure that pre-recorded video is provided 
to the public in a responsible manner.
www.videostandards.org.uk

ERA
The Entertainment Retailers Association 
is the voice of UK retailers and wholesalers
of recorded music, video, DVD and games.
ERA's 200 members operate over 5,000 
UK stores and include every type of
entertainment retailer and wholesaler from
small independents, to chains, supermarkets
and internet and digital retailers. 
www.bardltd.org

MPAA
The Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA) is a non-profit trade
association based in the United States 
which was formed to advance the interests
of movie studios. Its members consist of 
the "big six" major Hollywood studios. 
The organization produces the established
voluntary film rating system. 
www.mpaa.org

Knock-Off Nigel 
gets public talking
The Knock-Off Nigel national advertising campaign associates
copyright theft with doing things on the cheap, from ducking 
your round in the pub to dodging a whip-round at work. 
It burst onto British TV screens back in June this year. 

Just five months on, 
it’s clear that it’s having an impact… 
So far an estimated 12 million adults have seen the advert on 
TV and a further seven million saw it on the big screen when 
it aired for six weeks in cinemas over the summer. It attracted 
another 1.2 million viewers over the internet thanks to YouTube 
and other websites. So far the public’s engagement with the
advertising campaign has been overwhelming. People are 
debating the issue of copyright theft online on social networking 
sites and message boards and there’s even been a Facebook 
group set up determined to make the Knock-Off Nigel tune this
year’s Christmas Number One.

There are currently over 500 Knock-Off Nigel blogs and sixteen
different Knock-Off Nigel Facebook groups, with more than 600
members. Some of these are pro the campaign while others see
nothing wrong with Knock-Off behaviour.

Striking a chord
To embed the Knock-Off Nigel concept into the consciousness 
of young British males, the Industry Trust teamed up with men’s
magazine, Zoo. More than a hundred readers jumped at the 
chance to shame the Knock-Off-Nigels they know on the magazine’s
website. Our dedicated microsite www.knockoffornot.com 
has received more than 80,000 hits from people who took 
the Knock-Off Nigel test, with 62,000 sending a message from 
El Burrito to their friends. The campaign has certainly succeeded 
in getting people talking.

Have your say
Please get in contact if you have any questions about our
campaigns or want to comment on the format and content 
of this newsletter. We’d love to hear your thoughts and your
suggestions will help us to produce an enjoyable 
and useful newsletter. 

Warm regards,
Lara Lackie 
info@copyrightaware.co.uk

http://www.knockoffornot.com/
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