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DVD CONtrepreneurs cost retailers millions

A new breed of novice crooks are cashing in on the trend for entrepreneurship by dealing dodgy DVDs to their friends and neighbours, according to new research by the Industry Trust for IP Awareness. 
The organisation, set up to protect film and TV rights in the UK, has uncovered a trend for DVD CONtrepreneurs. Like TV Eastender, Big Mo, CONtrepreneurs are ordinary folk turned petty criminal who are trying to a make a quick buck by flogging fakes to their mates.
Fake friends
According to the findings, at least one in five of us know one of these DVD dealers who can sort us out a copy of our favourite flick. The figure is highest for 16-24 year olds, where one in three has a mate who is faking it.
CONtrepreneurs are often work colleagues making cash on the side in the office. But most alarmingly, as many as one in eight schoolchildren know a playground DVD dealer.
Legit business bears the brunt
Unlike Big Mo, whose back-of-a-lorry bargains backfire on herself, DVD CONtrepreneurs are costing legitimate businesses and taxpayers a bundle according to the Industry Trust. 
Last year DVD shops and rental outlets lost £328million to fake DVD sales and downloaders. Cinemas alone lost £100million. The taxpayer is also losing out to the tune of £100million in lost VAT.
Liz Bales, Director-General of the Industry Trust, said: “People might think that selling fake DVDs to their friends for a quick buck does no-one any harm. Some might not even realise how illegal it is. We’d urge them to think about legal businesses like shops and cinemas that miss out every time they sell a fake copy and we’d urge their customers to think twice before buying such poor quality knock off products. These businesses have overheads and staff to pay. Losing business to copyright theft means less funds are available to invest in staff and stores.
Shady start-ups risk going down
Many CON-trepreneurs may not think their behaviour is illegal, according to the research. It showed that more than half of Brits (56%) don’t realise that making a copy for a friend is a criminal offence. But the authorities warn they’re cracking down on these criminal novices.
In April this year Trading Standards were given new powers to seek out and arrest dodgy DVD dealers who can now face a sentence of up to 10 years in prison. The new Proceeds of Crime Act also lets Trading Standards keep half of any criminal assets seized, which means its officers will have geater resources to track down traders.
Paul Ramsden, Deputy Chief Executive from the Trading Standards Institute said: “The new powers for Trading Standards mean there are an additional 4,500 pairs of eyes on the look out for rogue DVD sellers. Copying and selling films even on a small scale is a serious criminal offence. Buying from them people increases the costs in the industry forcing higher costs to the consumer for legitimate copies. Trading Standards officers will take action against anyone found dealing in dodgy DVD'S to protect consumers, legitimate business and people who work in that business.”  
How to shop a DVD dealer
This week the Industry Trust has launched a brand new website, www.copyrightaware.co.uk where you can find out all about copyright is and what constitutes copyright theft. You can also report dodgy DVD dealers on the site.
