Date: 6th September 2007 
Falls, fire and fights: Stunt star gets tough on copyright theft at Glasgow’s BBC Film Festival 
James Bond’s hidden hero, stunt co-ordinator and performer, Steve Truglia, will be at the BBC Film Festival in Glasgow this weekend to promote the unsung talents of “Backstage Stars”, as part of a new initiative by the entertainment industry to show the damaging effects of copyright theft.
Stunt supremo Steve, whose credits include Bond classics, The World is not Enough and Tomorrow Never Dies, as well as Saving Private Ryan, will run a free Stunt Masterclass for visitors to the festival. He will reveal how some of the biggest stunts in screen history were created and perform live, interactive demonstrations of some of his favourite stunt tricks. 

Working in partnership with the Industry Trust, which promotes the positive value of copyright in the UK, Steve will also tackle head on the thorny issue of copyright theft, which not only impacts on his livelihood but threatens the future of Scotland’s lucrative creative industries. 

Scotland’s screen industries raise £1.2billion of revenue each year and Glasgow, its “Cinema City”, remains a major hub of UK film production. Over the past two years alone production activity in the city has contributed over £30 million to the local economy, helping to create almost 1,000 jobs
. However, the Industry Trust’s figures reveal that more than one in six Scots don’t think copyright theft is wrong and three-quarters don’t believe it has an impact on those working in the creative industries
.

Steve hopes his Masterclass will not only provide forty minutes of fun, but help to counter the misconception that copyright theft only impacts those at the top end of the industry.  
Paul Archer, acting director-general of the Industry Trust, said: “We hope that festival visitors will enjoy the Stunt Masterclass and that they’ll take home the message that copyright has a practical application in protecting every one of the 200,000 people working in the creative industries, both in Scotland and the rest of the UK. This includes the many ‘silent heroes’ of the film industry, of which Steve Truglia is a great example.”

Christine McMillan, Communications Officer from Scottish Screen, the national screen agency for Scotland, signalled her support for the Industry’s Trust’s pro-copyright initiative. 

Christine said: “The Industry Trust’s presence at the BBC Film Festival will help to remind Scottish film fans that by buying original works they are helping to support the industry they love.  The screen industries in Scotland employ over 8,000 people. Copyright helps to protect these people’s livelihoods and helps to secure the future of this important industry.”
Steve Truglia’s Stunt Masterclass will take place at 4:10pm in the Reel Stuff Tent at the BBC Film Festival on Glasgow Green. Spaces are limited, so please arrive early to avoid disappointment

For more information, including interviews and photography with Steve Truglia, please contact Gregor Ridley on 0207 260 2700 or on Sunday on 07989 963613 or email gregor.ridley@bluerubicon.com
To find out more about the Industry Trust’s “Backstage Stars” initiative to put the spotlight on the entertainment industry’s unsung heroes, visit www.copyrightaware.co.uk
:
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The Industry Trust for IP Awareness

The Industry Trust for Intellectual Property Awareness was established in 2004 to tackle the growing issue of film and TV copyright theft in the UK. Today it has 22 members including Film and TV distributors, cinemas, DVD retailers and home entertainment rental companies.  The Trust’s goals are to:

· Limit copyright theft in terms of consumption of both physical copies and illegally downloaded digital content 

· Limit the damage counterfeit DVDs and illegal downloads can cause, not just to the creative industries but to consumers and communities

· Be a voice for the industry on protection of copyright and the value of creativity 

The Industry Trust seeks to achieve its aims through consumer education and awareness campaigns and the provision of training and information for those working to protect and enforce copyright.  

It works with the industry’s anti-piracy body, the Federation Against Copyright Theft (FACT), Trading Standards, the Police and other agencies to help combat copyright crimes.  The Industry Trust also supports the work of the Alliance Against IP Theft www.allianceagainstiptheft.co.uk in lobbying for more effective enforcement and tougher legislation against fakes. 

� Information on Scotland’s creative industries provided by Scottish Screen, the national screen agency for Scotland.


� NOP survey of UK adults aged 16+, May 2007





